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General comments and principles : 

· Controlling the evolution of cracks is always advisable.

· The interpretation of cracks allows experts to spot and understand the origin of structural disorders.

· In order to analyze moisture, different kinds of hygrometers should be used.

· A graphical survey is essential for a good diagnosis.

· In order to make a good diagnosis, a good knowledge of the ancient building techniques is necessary.

· Disappeared protection layers (rendering, painting…) are often the cause for structural disorders.

· Before deciding any intervention, it is most important to determine the origin of the disorders (pathologies).

· For an expert in charge of a diagnosis, it is necessary to have the right equipment.

· Ordinary maintenance works are always a necessity
Monumentwatch reminder : Twelve rules for the owners, for efficient maintenance :
1 
Maintain the roofing in good condition
2 
Clean obstructed gutters and repair all cracks
3 
Fill the small cracks and the opened pointing
4 
Protect wooden constructions against humidity
5
Paint all iron components regularly
6 
Protect the building against all damaging animals 
7 
Avoid all mosses and plants
8 
Aerate all the rooms
9 
Control regularly all technical installations
10 
Have the thunderstorm protection inspected every year
11 
Avoid extensive use of the building 
12 
Keep all rooms and spaces easily accessible

